4&                         THE   SEVEN   DEADLY   SINS

before time was a shepherd, keeping his sheep in the
fields, who was no clerk, nor understood any manner
of scripture or writing, but only by his natural wit,
He sayeth that living and dying are all at the will
and pleasure of Almighty God. And he sayeth that
by the course of nature a man may live three score
years and twelve, or more. For every man is thirty-
six years old before he come to his full strength and
virtue. And then he is at the best, both in wisdom
and also in seriousness, and discretion. For by thirty
six years, if so be that he have not good manners then,
it is unlikely that ever he shall have good manners
after while he live.

"Also likewise as a man is waxing and growing
thirty-six years, so it is given him as many more to
incline and go from the world by the gift of nature.
And they that die before they be three score and
twelve years old, oft-time it is by violence or outrage
of themselves, and they that live above that term, it
is by good government and good diet.

"The desire of this shepherd was to live long holily
and die well. But this desire of long life was in his
soul, which he hoped to have after death. For the
soul shall never die, whether it be in bliss or pain.

"Therefore this shepherd thought that seventy-two
years here in this vale of wretchedness, is but a little
and a small term to the life everlasting, which shall
never have ending.

"And he sayeth he that offereth himself here to
live virtuously in this world, after this life he shall
receive the sweet life that is sure, and lasteth ever
without end. For though a man lived here a hundred